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John Kearns and the Cold War in Laos (S)

Kenneth Michael Absher

14

The story of one of CIA’s
silent heroes, honored
by a Star on the
Memorial Wall.

b

Kenneth Michael Absher served
more than 30 years in the CIA
Directorate of Operations. He is an
achjunct professor at DIA's Joint
Military Intelligence College. ()

Editor's Note: This article brings to
life the story of one of CIA's sifent
beroes, bonored by a Star on the
Memorial Wall, (L)

John Kearns served two ours in’
1205 as a ClA paramilitary (PM)
officer during the war in Indoch-
ina. By the end of 1972, Agency
officers in Lacs w icling aficd
supporting 40,000 _JLactian
“irregular troops in operations that
tied down elements of at least four
clivisions of the North Vietnarnese
Army (NVA), preventing them from
joining the war against the South
" Vietnamese government ang alliec
US forces. In dlirect support of US
foreign policy, these CIA officers
confronted intense combat with the
NVA on an almost daily basis.
While this article focuses on
Kearns, who was killed in Decem-
ber 1972, it is a tribute Lo the
courage and dedication of all Cl1A
personne! and thewr families who
,served their country during the war
in Indachina. 1t also reminds us
that today's PM officers are the
guardians of a legacy of courage,
sacrifice, and honor bequeathed by
those who served before. ! (8)

Born in 1942, John Wesley Kearns
Il grew up in Texas and joined the
US Army Special Forees out of high
school. Like many young men in
his genesation, he was posted o
Vietnam, where he earned the
Combat Infantryman's Badge for

! This anticle is hased on reseaich in C1A per-

- sonnel files, review of daily combat intelli
gunce reports from Lios, und interviews with
12 people knowledgeable about John
Kearns's carger and Agency activities in Laos
in e late 19605 aad early 19705, (8)

coming under enemy fire. He
returned home in 1965 and com- .
pleted a degree in-geography and
economics at North-Texas State
tiniversity. Upon gradualion,
Kearns joined the CIA on contract
as a PM olficer. After ten months of
intensive training; he was assigned
(0 Vienliane Station, Laos, as a PM
contract operations officer in June
1969. (8

The Strategic Chessboard (U)

Following World War It, a5 unt-
colonial winds began to blow
through much of the underdevel-
oped world and Mao Tse-tung
drove Chung Kai-shek and the
Nationalists out of mainland China,
communist-inspired Vierminh guer-
ritlas in Indoching began 1o agiate
for independence from France.,
Determined 1o keep Incoching out
of communtist hands, President Tru-
man provided financial and
togistical suppore o the French in
Southeast Asia.? (1)

The Geneva Accords of July 1954
attempled to resolve the Indochina
conflicr by calling for the with-
drawal of all foreign forces from
Vietnam, Lags, and Cambodia, Vier-
nam was panrtitioned along the 17th
paraltel, feaving the Vietminh in

de facto control of the noith.
Although nor an official participant
in Geneva, the United States
warned thar "it would view any
renewal of aggression in violation

! For this aad subsequent references to the
arigin and evolunan of the Victnum conflice,
see Heny Kissinger, Diplomacy (New York,
NY: Simon & Schuser, 19943 (1)
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of the aforesaicl arrangements with
grave concern and as seriously
threatening inlernational peace and
security.” In response 1o the oppor-
tunity for tepatriation allowed
under the Geneva Accords, some
80,000 to 100,006 communist sym-
pathizers moved noith, while one
million North Vietnamese fled
south.? (1)

North Vietnam launched a guerrilla
war against South Vietnam in 1959,
infiltrating men and supplies via
Laos and Cambodia. Over 6,000
North Vielnamese troops maoved
into Laos to protect the logistics
routes into South Vietnam and to
support the communist Pathet Lao,
waging a guerrilla war against the
non-communist government in
Vientiane. (U)

Inheriting the policy positions of
his predecessors, President
Kennedy judged Indochina o be
the decisive battleground that
would determine whether comnu-
nist-led guerrilla wars could be
stopped and the Cold War won. At
a press conference on 23 March
1961, Kennedy warned: “The secu-
rity of all Southeast Asia will be
endangered if Laos Joses its neutral
independence. Tts own safety runy
with the safety of us all—in 2 real
neutrality observed by ull."4 (1)

The CIA in Laos (S}

According to Ted Shackley, who
was Chief of Stztion (COS) in Laocs
from 1966-1968, the ClA began its
involvement on the ground in Lags
in January 1961 with the recruit-
ment of a force of 1,000 irregulars,
mostly Meo (Hmong) tribesmen. By
March, the force had grown 1o

 Kissinger, p. 636, {1
< As quored in Kissinger, p. §40. (U)
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As time went on, the
Agency found itself
guiding and supporting
40,000 irregular troops,
about half of whom
were tribesmen from
northern Laos.

29

4,000, As time went on, the Agency
found itseif guiding and support-
ing 40,000 irregutar troops, about
hadf of whom were ribesmen from
northern Laos. From 1963 to 1966,
after the communist Pathet Lac
pulled out of a coalition govern-
mery in Vientiane, CIA efforts in
Laos focused on the northern prov-
inces. US palicy required that the
Agency-led trregulars conirol
enough of the population centers
and land in northern Laos to allow
the Royal Lao Government to nego-
tiate with the Pathet Lao from a
position of strength. The war in the

. north was a war of position and’

manguver—ebb and flow. The non-
communist side was best in the
rainy season; the Pathet Lao and its
backers, the NVA, were better in
the dry season. The ClA-led irregu-
lars fought hard enough during the
early 1960s to keep elements of
two NVA divisions tied down in the
north. {8}

[n 1965, the ClA received approval
o open a second front. The war in
the north was to continue, but
aclion was (o be stepped up in
southern Laos to contribute more
directly to the war in South Viet-
nam. The irregutars were to be
used 1o impede NVA movement
through the panhandle of Laos 10
supply and reinforce the commu-
nist Vietrcong gucerillas in South
Vietnum. The irrcgulars were to col-
lect intelligence on the materiel that
Hanoi was transporting through the

panhandle, destroy it when possi-
ble, and pin down NVA troops in
the arca to keep them from mov-
ing into South Vietnam. ($)

I

i —"Ratherthan

being assigned o particular units,
ClA case officers in Laos were
responsible for specific sectors—
they went wherever action
occurred in their sector. ¢5)

In 1970, the Depanment of Defense
began to spend funds directly in
support of ClA operations in Laos.
John Eisenhower, who worked in
the policy office of the Secretary of
Defense from 1969 1o 1971, recails
money being transferred overly
and directly from the DoD budpet

T TThis was
‘taking place 3t abour the same time
as the overall drawdown of US
forces in Vietnam. Hlustrating the
pivotal role that Laos continued to
play in Southeast Asia, a note seen
by a CIA officer in 1971 carried the
declaration, “Long Tieng (in north-
ern Laosl.must not fall.” Tt was
initialed by President Nixon. ()

Kearns’s First Tour (1)
John Kearns spent his first year in

laos as a paramilitary operations
officer

e —
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ok Wenley Rewros THL CIA file phots, (83

responsible for all of the irreanlur
Yorces arl inieHizene tewms i e
dren

— |

I -

Accarding o the iwestimony of his
rtagees, Kaarns shoswed o gen-
ine respaact tor the Taotfan people
and a concoern fer their wll-Dedimnr,
Eitely on, be demonstested o leneler
ship abilie tha cnaebled Bim o
vty s men 1o ueadetake (itfi-
crlfand clangerous assimniens,
Frown adlindications, he weate clear
reponts, worked hard, and ey
lixhod wesod eelationshins with
vollengues. (5)

66

Kearns sent action teams
against North Vietnamese
installations deep
in enemy-held
territory.

29

In this
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CURICHY. Te was deephvinvolved i

high-priceny speciil opertions b
sendd wetion temns weainst Naeth
Vivmanmese insialbiiions deep in
enemy-hokd terdione, He oversaw
all phases ol these openiions—
planning, raining, waem tesdershin
anch mestivation, comnmnaned and cun-
ol and postamission debricting
anelanalvsis, Avcareing 1o his
supervisor, e was Jecisive in s
beadership s comnmd fune.
vons, and diected his Laeatiun
assels with quivt self-confidence
WS

RS (.lc'.l'I'l()i'l.\'l.l’".l.l.L'(_l j_)CI':i( lI'\L_It
vaoutme on several ovcasions
during this penod. Chnee. despite
suffering o high fever frany makaria,
he insisted on avertlying danger-
LS LETTHIN ta suppon oné of his
Lestmes i secnring o helicopter land-
i 2ome Jor a nxijor feoop
intiltrion behing coemy lines. On
anothes i L June 197 L
Keurns volunicered (o ey s cable
neling from o lwlicopler @0 sedcel
for 1l missing crew of o ceashied
-0 sreratt, Dense folinge e
profulitéd @ geound search, Fla
nacle it down, Bat anby had ton
mirmes o we around due o his
helicoprers shorage of fuel, Dur
ing it droe he exiscied the
copilat’s bodyinspected e par ol

s

the Tusclyge thai cenbd he entered.
sl called v in viin for survis
VOIS, 1N)
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Back to Langley (1)

Ferns was sclecteed for el
wvoiry inro the Clhindestne Servive

Cirewr Sdl on 3 OQctober l'?_L_iL'

retarmed 10 CIA headepreers

scomplered the basic
SAdCsIne apenitions course, Most
wegkends, e drove to Duallas see
115 fianead,

'\\ hom he
Bl met a0 Norl Fésis St Uni-
v Joltn had insisted thar Katiw
receive e ovwn o dhghls bt L \
woereornrricd. She reccived hor BA
i Histosy and Bnglish in Docem-
ber 1971, and they were nueried in
Dalls on Ghiristmas Eve, (30

W

b Angust 1972 Rearns and liis
new wile were 1‘;{!.\Tm| hack e
ooz, Tmtially, e was assigoed 10
Lemg Tieny in northcrm Laas as an
uperations nfficer. Another office
wits sbresdy i orhe Com-
nnndos Ritider 310, however,
rifegating Keams 1o bheing
USSESEIND (e satngane holding e
powition he b formery held hone
sell He soughe wnothur job e

e was imunedinety e
wpin \},n' nuy effurts o covner the
WSt extensive oflensive vat eendoer-
taken by the North Vietnanese
Army e the Victaons, {5)

The Easter Offensive (1)

Qo 3 March 1972, Fanoi loached
@ nmjor military action, Known as
the Easer Offensive, 10 ke advin-
g ol woslilt in U sy
Lingler President Nixent's Viednon-

Lo

Arame Megann [V e
EERIFT TP

e e
RIS

~~Approved for Release: 2015/02/11 C06122621

< ol M;“;M“m -h-ﬁh RS-




Approvéd for Release: 2015/02/11 C06122621

femtion policy, wihich dined 1o
trnnstor responsibilivy for the prose.
cukian of the war rom U5 1o Soulh
Victimese [unds. LS comlag
strenath id been drnwn down
Premy o gy &f 3430800 troops in
warly 1969 10 69,000 in June 1972
Another 200000 roups were shated
1o be aent homie by 1 july 1972
The enemy ok his cadres it this
offensive was intended w "gain
clevisive victony I 19727 Dy means
of "widespromd miliney anacks
voordinued with nuss popula
uprsings” The aint was 1o ity

change: the firce o the ware in Souh
Vieta, ¢ i

Onc 29 April 1972, US Aoy Gon,
Craighiion Abrme cablen! Seorel: Iy
ol I\Ium' Melvin Laird tha the
NVA was holding norhing back.
“Thedr Bist reservi dhivision bas
Licen meoved south near the {demili-
wirized zomel” he reponed, “Foue
ehivisians anel an independent regi-
mert had alrcady heen rovghy

il durees A B i
B Ruweilizlivanre
Kol VicUmes (PR if'.l
e ek e aecis e ke
AL A et B S 2RI
I‘:cwl AL uh b Pl HIRIRATE
v fow the Ve Sty ief
secnnl follev ke 1hsir Lo uric: uthe i‘_)l’,.&'
et OTensn e 1he US wiililew
LINEIRTETS r~f‘!:nu1~- aned wes ynd Ay pu -
ol i el danth Vieagiese ity

Meselwesss b e salinationt b Casnt e,
Labi szt g anta Ly

1% 4

il
alsfial st i
wite e, Abihe el of FITI el
CHEey Tur Sewitly Vit ¢ COSVNT See i vi
Nyoven Vap Linh stated. W imensd te Jries
ehrer Ao e aocorng gl torow Lo
e o Lieim e s Promisden
THona. 11 prassabihe
chunees e
awirhy |
VRt o
Flowigs,

Al
Vieralesirey Ninom's
SewTrimy Nhi Ty
sin I‘Jmn Van Toail -
.mm::\u\ \‘1;]\ XY Brrdem

(RS,
ERNTUTI T 1\1

T
,-! fﬂ'.l’rur U TE S e \(rk Ny
S Ly, SRl e l;_)
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he was
ycaughtup in
CIA efforts to counter the
maost extensive offensive
yvet undertaken by the
NVA and the Vietcong.

29

dosen Tront nontk Victnam, juining
e seven divisions, niveate-two
independens regiments. and seven
bbby resiimenis sdrcuche iy Senly
Victmm L

Flugh Tovar, wiig was UOS in Vien-
e frena 12701073 recaibs
nwreting with Nadonal Secarisy
Advisonr Heney Kissinger in Wash-
inalem in Julv 1972, duning which
singer was emphanie v ihe
shauled e ko tnrenscly
Frsughout faos Also presen! wis I
CIA Doprary Dircctar foe Opaerin-
ronts Wiline Nelson o Laeorian

R L O S e T
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vommander Yang Pao, whom Tovir
iid Dranght with hio e
ot Tovar reculls thare Kissinger
wimed o lvass the ANVA i Luos,
Ddeed them, amd e e dowvrns Ty
chixpugaing the enemny's abilin 1o
rety e o stabilized sinenion m g
delieent vy, Washonzon coul
prevent: subspantad numbers of Ny
troops fron juiming rhe communisi

offensive in Sowth Victkan Aciion
i Laos wonld also srengthien Kiss

s buind in his Gogobg
negotations with Noeth Victnom-
CEe represcnitive Lo B The in
Paris 753

Cointrysie o Pakic, Lacm, 1972
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Came cdTivers were rasponsible foor
ahvising, suppoting. and leading
this sk force of aboue 4,400 men.
They were ang assigrud o specttic
Pabalions, Do raveled, mict

angl
advisedh i, s peeded, Bach
e clheer andd each BC had an
aporational assistarm known as o
Forwnrd air guide, whe facilizeed
womrmuenication berween the cse
officers and the units, Both e cose
officers and tier
assisttts_could callan T,
SUPDOIT

| s (;'m}q.res Mabifes ‘
LN, camprising an addiionad

3600 frregulies, most ol whem
were Lagtiim. alse oparacd oul of

thust PR con

Fhere woere davs when
all e case officers, inchuding the
team chiel, had wr e i the feld,
Noomally, they raveled only dur-
ing tavlight honrs, They alimost
shevays used Parter wircrt or heli-
oS, scmetimes waveling by
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Kearns was one of the
‘Young Turks’ in Laos
who wanted to
take the fight directly
to the NVA,

99

Bars e ar anides woady i irnalin nils
I B E]

jeep eust glong Roure 23 w rhe fare

il

|

Al Ol Kesurns's supervisons doseribe
hint 35 a highly cupable, refialble
case officer, wher exergiserd goond
ielemens and gor along wiell with
everyane, He loved Bis waork.

e tended wohe guien il
tassuming, ful was dedinieely

agoressive in leading thel
awnins he NV, P sk

1t ehvet redails thal onme g

s officers Dol o Paunly emer-

seney

[ Al

tinies, This resuited in Keoms heing
assipoed ol Held admost very

hay.
priern
Dehingd in

RASE B Ta B
= ol who
shared Biving guaners with Keuras
: deseribed him as one of
The “Youing Turks™ in Laos who
wanieel 1o ke the Hghi directly o
e eneany, thie NV, (8)

siclerad To

According ro his supervisor, hee
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The Palkse Battlefield (L)

Suring the vandye <um, 1l

e VA Dad ndvaneod 1@ witlia

12 Kilowneters of the town and
appered dewermined 10 ke the
el forces borrled o there,
Tl wmts of Task Foree Plhusonk
Broke ot hesvever, wmd bowan 1o
Push e NVA Dack along Rusne 23
nward Paksong, o wown 1o

32 wilomerers to 1he cust on the
strcegic Bolowens Plhead. e pla-
tiu cneerlooked e Pl Chi Minh
Traal The conmunisrs’ resupply
vestibe hetwion Norh Vicosnn el
the ware 2ome in the =ty For
sennwe e, e Ageney lud plicey
road watehers on the p

ALl W
wahir Dnteligemos on the meve.
et of NS tronps and supplics,
Now, the push of the rhousands of
irresulars i Task Forge Mhasouls
tovived Pakiseny presenied a0 new
wne more sigmificzin thees ws e
NVA From the piatesu, the 1
trrcgulaes could nor anly manite
ovemem along, e tradl, b alse’
ek supply osing wiihomorar
el sniilery five, i (00

The NVA coumleratiacked in
Ausust, ihe manth i Searns
arvived. They slion down two
afver e Puksang, ambushoed an

T menr forc

66

He directed counter-
battery fire . . . and
supervised as much of
the evacuation of the
wounded by helicopter
as he could before being
evacuated himself,

”9

wrdunlay Buptadions some 13 kilenne-
ters st of Pakse, and bogan e vse
107 rockens
rullv wsed Dy e NVACin southern
L, NVA rmcks fnclueling the
ase el ks, comtinued it tigh

boeve] ainsn rregulay Toroes

S WEIPO0 not nog-

ceplonaad wlang Rouie 23 e of
Pakse, Castalries on Dol sidees
nouned. Captured decumers
indicated that the NYA undersiensxl
that the struregic objective wl the
irregubar units and Laorian govern-
ws 1 foree thie NVa
o withelrw tgnpiwer from come-
Tsae 31 Soweth Victaen o sund their

SECRETNOFORNT
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Hank i Laeos, Nonetheless, Fluinod
dppaeerdy Tedn it haed na chioicee b
b Conrair soane 2000 aditiion
infaniry wicl Gink troons oy o
provent e copture of Paksong.
(CANED

Opening A Sccond Fron (T)

On 10 Oaobee, whijle the NVy
woere clashing wih | __Jl

o REHonwters enst (JTL_ fher CEA

arened a second ot

e with e il
af WO Cirmerfies Mefiles 1o 10 site
A Reitometers sonnlrwest af the Nva-
conuolled s of S:avinme. (00

Loveuted inaovalley nooh al thae
Bolen ens Plateais, neurle 100 Kilo-
mrelers nomheast of Palise, Saransne
sl suicke an imponu e inctiony ol
vivers and highwies used by the
NYA 0 send voops and supplics

Frarspans dustriwod woprevest e Blliog e Sorsh Victmimese s, (0
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The Cra-led scetiony woeght e NyA
completely off guard. They had
committed considerable manpaower
16 proteciing Pauksong wgains Tusk
Fuoree Phasoule. Now thoy el
shifung additional forces 1o head
off e capiire of Sarving. (G

After Fighting House 1 house along
the reae: of advanee, the Growgws
“Hebifos secured Saravane on 27
Qutober, The N¥A cowmartticked,
continuously shelling the srrcaubirs
om the nighe of 1.2 Novemhor, O
IS Neovamdber, NVA batalions suge-
tled o reoccupving Saroane.
Acvording w CIA reporting, the
crbive civilin pepuiation seithedrow
with the irregubies. Thetical oiv
strikes cunsed heavy dipnue
CHLITY s i e o, st
irregulee forees engieed 1he
rennziniig NVA oops as they el

the town aiter the air sirikes, Tasis
altics wers Deavy on baolly sides.
According 1o Aueney officers
involved, Fanoi had commened
ewver 2000 troops 1o the reespiine
of Surwvane. On 21 Neworiber,
howvever, three GM hutalions
CLL2E men) reantered the tawn,
The sitution reouinod Aaid i the
Areil a8 NVA units constansly shified
in amcipation of actian by Lioviin
sovernment i el Torees

KW

Hack at Paksong (L)

Along Rowe 2
OUS ICLEkie amly wasre
experiensing o series of shetings
aned prolwes, :
received meofé Than 150 rounds of
mised mwort gennde. and o

3 oeas of Palise, vari-

fire. Fhan, begmnmg on 21 Nearem-

ber, new NV inits mesed inte the
Lace Ngam arcua, near Paksong, (O3

Oa 26 Neovemboer, whibe the Ny
wis Tietwing for control of sae-
anw, the CEA arvanued for the airlin
of abmesst 3060 GM ireegulars o an
a8 kitomorers wonthe of Pak-
s Once again e NVA was
cutight off guard by o significun
EOM L OF [rops dirécted by
Ontie fallowing
sulars bewsan mening
el e toovn. Three bat-

tabints of ,[ were

aclded 1 the Ten o k-
syl Kesistance increased . On

3 December thwe NVA sent tinks
e the wres, Do metieal aie strikes
were aalled invagainse ihent, Finally,
a6 Devenbor, GM foroes ook
cantred oF Paksong, Wilhin davs,
the drregubns abso commumded the
gtratenic high wroond Ei'l‘lruu(!i;tlc:ly

st nf e town. (O

Onverthe pext few weeks, the =it
Hon cround Maksang ienmaing
fuid, sprridic chishes indientod
rthar thoe NYA [ oo comeedad the
Arcl On 1R Decemiber, Rotrns wos
an the ground near Paksong soper
vising the infiliration of several
Dundred replagement rroops for g

btz ion exbisted

;W Cmil, ,

and who ued arvived on the seenc
Ly helicopter, Ar 140 howrs, ¢iahr
ronicla of S2mun morn e
impacted noar abatakion of Thai
ireegulars: houes larer, 15 more
slammed in. A (247
“Spooky” gunship silenced the
suspected mortar posiions, huat

ey weene cused s, Among e,
Johin Kewrms, (83

Although Kedims was serioustv
woltinded in the mortr stk he

52 SECREF/NOFORNH

Approved for Release: 2015/02/11 CO6122621—

Studies in Intelligence Vol. 46, No. 4 (2002)




Approved for Release: 2015/02/11 C06122621

directed counter-battery fire, led
others o saféty, and supervised as
much of (he evacuation of the
wounded by helicopter as he could
before being evacuared himself, his
: operalions assistant reported.
“Kearns died en route to the hospi-
tal. A mottar fragment had pierced
his aorta. (8)

Denouement (U)

ClA-supparted action continued in
the Paksong/Saravane area for sev-
eral weeks after Kearns's death,
While Task Force Phasouk and GM
irregulars were securing Paksong,
an NVA battalion launched a coun-
terattack against the Laatian
irregulars holcling Saravane. Under
the cover of hundreds of mortar
rounds, the NVA gained a [aothold
in the northern half of the own
and then luunched a massive
assault, NVA pressure was relent-
less, including the shetling of one
key GM position with 5,300 rounds
of martar, howitzer, rocket, ank,
and recoilless rifle fire, according 1o
CIA field reporting. The irregulars
were forced o withdras in the sec-
ond week ol January. (O

Despite the signing of the Paris
Peace Accords on 27 January 1973,
the enemy increased its military
activity in Laos. Following the
recapture of Saravine, Hanoi sent
additional troops against the irvegu-
kirs securing the Pakse-Paksong
corridor. COn 8 Felwuary, a heavy
NVA barrage and infantry assaults
forced a disorderly retrear from
Paksong—over 500 irregulars
deserted their units that night anc
fled hack to Pakse. The Apency
was able (o stabilize several of the
GM units, however, and they recap-
tured Paksong on 12 February. The
town remained in non-conununist
hands as the ceascfire finally began
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to take hold in March and a gen-
eril calm settled over southern
Laos. ()

In the Final Analysis (1)

CIA officess and their itregular
forces fought elements of at least
four and possibly five NVA divi-
sions in Laos. In their efforts Lo
retain control over the strategic
Laotian towns of Paksong and Sara-
vane, the NVA had committed nine
hattalions from two different divi-
sions apainst the ClA-led irregulars.
Troops from a third NVA division
were also reported in southern Laos
roward the end of 1972, During the
same Limeframe, the irregulars in
northern Lans confronted uniws of
two more mainline NVA Divisions.
(8]

During the Easter Offensive, the
enemy suflered more than 100,000
casualties in its attacking force of
200,000—inciuding possibly 40,000
killedl. They fost more than half of
their tanks and heavy artillery. The
anticipated general uprising of the
South Vietnamese people in sup-
poit of the communists failed 1o
accur. North Vietnamese General
Yo Nguyen Giap later was removecl
as commander of the North Viet-
namese Army, almost certainly in
part because of the failed Easter
Offensive.'? (1)

2 Sarley, pp. 339-340. (W)
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In the communist onslaught, the
South Vietnamese lost more (han
8,000 killed, some 24,000 wounded,
anct nearly 3,000 missing. ‘These
casualties almost certainly swould
have been greater if the ClA-sup-
poried irregulars had not diverted
and engaged so many NVA units in
Laos, substantially impeding
Hanoi's ahility 1o reinforce its clivi-
sions in South Vietnam.1? (8)

It tock three years for Hanoi to
recover sufficiently from these
losses 1o mount anather major
offensive. After the Puris Peuce

* Accords were signed, the North

Victnamese began to rebuild their
army and resupply their roops,
which were allowed to remain in
place in the south under the terms
of the Accords. South Vietnam
came under communist rule in
April 1973, fellowed soan thereaf-
ter by Camhedia and Laos. (L)

Hanoi won the battle for South
Vietnam in the arena of American
public opinion, nat on the graend.
America's Armed Forces and the
Central Intelligence Agency left
Indlochina with their courage, integ-
rity, and professionalism intact.
They would be needed in the bat.
tles that were o come-in
Afghanistan, Grenada, Panama, und
iraq. The sacrifices and efforts of
the men and women who served in
Laos were not in vain. They were
an important part of aur nation’s
overall effort as we moved forward

W The author, who wis the CIA Provinee-0F-
fcer-In-Charge in Kien Giang Province in
South Viemam from June 197210 March 1973,
recalls being the benceficiany of the efforts of -
the ClA irregulars in Laos, POV interropa-
tions in September 1972 revealed thac the Ist
NVA Division, which had been amacking in
both Kien Ginng und Chuu Doc Provinces in
the Vietnpmese Detta, was reduced o sulb-
sturgitity bess than half ity strenygth—fewer
than 1,500 men—largely because of the diffi-
culty in receiving reinforcenients ()
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from victories an the battiefield w
the ultimate victory in the Cold
War. {5)

Postscript (U) ' ‘

John Kearns was awarded 1the [ntel- —— C e ‘
ligence Stur posthumously. |
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