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John Kearns and the Cold War in Laos (S) 

Kenneth Michael Absher 

'' The story of one of CiA's 
silent heroes, honored 

by a Star on the 
Memorial Wall. 

' ' 

Kenneth Michael Absher served 
mor~ than 30 years in the CIA 
Directorme of Oper:ltions. He is an 
adjunct professor at DIA'.s joint 
Military Intelligence College. (U) 

,------- -----
__ _j 

l:.""ditor's No!e: Thts anicle brmgs to 
li{iJ the stoty of one q( CIA's silent 
heroe~·. honored by tl Star on the 
Memorial Wall. (U) 

Jolw Kearns served two tour~ in 
Laos as a CIA paramilitary (PM) 
officer during the war m Indoch­
ina. By the end of 1972, Agency 
officers in Laos wte <mid in% ;Jtld 
supporting 40,000 J-aoti<m 
Irregular troops m OPerations that 
tied down clemems of at least four 
divisions of the North Vietn<~mese 
Army (NVA), preventing them from 
joining the war against the Smuh 
Vietnamese govt>rnment and allied 
US fore<::.. 1!1 direct support of US 
foreign policy, these ClA ofkers 
confronted intense comhat with the 
NVA on an ;dmmt daily bJ.~i~. 
While this article focuses on 
Ke~rn~. who w;•s killed in Decem­
ber 1972, it is a tribute to the 
courage and dedication of all CIA 
pe1·sonnel ;mel the1r families who 

,served their country during the war 
in Indochina. !t also remmds us 
that today's PM officers are the 
guardians of a legacy of courage, 
s:1crifice, and honor bequeathed by 
those who served before. I (S) 

Born i~: 1942, John Wesley Kearns 
Ill grew ttp in Tex;ts and joined the 
US A.r111y Special Forces out of high 
schooL Li"e many young men in 
l11s gene.~llon, he was posted to 
Viernam, where he e:n·ned the 
Combat lnfanrrym;m's Badge for 

1 TilLS a.ticlc" \}a.<ed on reseorch •n UA l)tr· 
sonnel )jle~. '"'"'""'of do1iy co.nb:n imen,: 
g~nce noports from boo, und lrHervtews with 
12 people ~n<>Wkdgc~blc .obOLil John 
Keams s caree1 and Agt:ncy activitoe' in Lao. 
in the lme 1960; Jntl t:.orly 1970' (S) 

coming under enemy fire. He 
returned l1ome in I%5 and com­
pleted a degree in~eogn1phy and 
economics at Nor{h,Texas State 
Umversi1y Upon graUuation, 
Ke;uns joined liu: CIA on contract 
as a PM officer. After ten months of 
intensive training, he was as.~1gned 
w Viemiane Stillion, Laos, ns ;1 PM 
contract ope1·ations officer in june 
1969. (S) 

The Strategic Chessboard (U) 

following World \XIar 11, as ;mri­
colonial winds began to blow 
through tllll<:h of the underckvel­
oped world and Mao T~e-tung 
drove Chung K:ai-shek and the 
Nationalists out of mainland China, 
communist-inspired Vietminh guer­
rillas in Jndochirw began to agitate 
for independence from Fwnce. 
Determined to keep Jn(lochina out 
of commun1st ha:Jds, Pres1dent Tru­
man providecl fmancial and 
logistical support to the French in 
Southeast Asin l (U) 

The Geneva Accords of July 1954 
attempted to resolve the Indochina 
conflict by c:tlling for the with­
dww:al of <1\l foreign forces from 
VJetnam, Laos, and Cambod1a Viet­
mlm wa~ partitioned ;1loog the 17th 
par;! lid, le<1Ying the Vietminh m 
defm:.lo conrrol of" the r101th. 
Although nor an oflicial pa1ticipant 
in Geneva, the United States 
warned that "it wmi!d view :my 
rcnew:li of aggression in violation 

'~01 rhl$ .lNI ~l•bsequem reference> to the 
ongu1 and evoluroon of.1h~· Vietnam connie!, 
>ee Hen1y K~>oin!,t~f. D1plomucy (~ew York. 
NY· ~1111011 & SchLJsrer. 1994) (tl) 
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of the afoi·esaid arrangements With 
gr;ive concern and as senously 
threatening international peace and 
security." In response to the oppor­
tunity for tepatriation allowed 
under the Geneva Accords, some 
80,000 to 100,000 commumst sym­
pathizers moved no11h, while one 
million No,rrh Vietnamese !led 
south.J (U) 

North Vietnam launched a guerrilla 
war against South Vietnam in 1959, 
mfiltrating men and supplies via 
Lao.~ ~nd Cambodia. Over 6,000 
Nortll Vielname~e troops moved 
mto Lao~ to protect the logistics 
routes into South Vietnam and to 
support the communist Pathet LaO, 
waging a guerrilla war against the 
non-communist government in 
Vientiane. (U) 

Inheriting the policy positions of 
his predecessors, President 
Kennedy judged Indochina to be 
the decisive battleground that 
would determine whether commu­
nist-led guerrill.! wars could be 
stopped and the Cold War won. At 
a press conference on 23 March 
1"961, Kennedy warned: "The secu­
rity of all Sourheast Asia wtll be 
endangered if Laos lo~es its neutral 
independence. lt5 own s<Jfety mm 
wid1 the safety of liS ail-in :i real 
neutn1lity observed by ;dl''' (U) 

The CIA in Laos (S) 

According to Ted Sh:~ckley, who 
wa::. Chkf of Sution (COS) in Lao::. 
from 1966-1968, the CiA began its 
involvement on the ground in Laos 
in january 196l with the recruit­
ment of a Force of 1,000 irregulars, 
mostly Meo (Hmong) tribesmen. By 
March, the force had grown to 

' Ki~singeo, p. 636. (U) 
'AI qumcd on Kos>onger, p. MG. ([J) 
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As time went on, the 
Agency found itself 

guiding and supporting 
40,000 irregular troops, 

about half of whom 
were tribesmen from 

northern Laos. 

' ' 
4,000. As ti111C went on, the Agt.:ncy 
found iL';e:f guidir1g and ~upport-
ing 40,000 irregular troops, about 
half of whom were tribesmen from 
northern Laos. From 1963 to 1966, 
«fter the commun1st Pathet Lao 
pulled out of a coalition govern­
ment in Vientiane, CIA efforts in 
Laos focused on the northern prov­
mces. US policy required that the 
Agency-led irregulars control 
enough of the popuhnion centers 
and land in northern L~os to allow 
the Royal Lao Government to nego­
tiate with the Pathet Lao from a 
position of strength. The war in the 
nonh W<lS a war of position and 
maneuver-ebb and flow. The non· 
commum::.t ~iJe wa~ best in the 
winy se<lson; the Pathet LJO and it:, 
backers, the NVA, were hetter in 
the dry season. The CIA-led irregL\­
lars fought hard enough during the 
early 1960~ to keep elements of 
two !\'VA divisions tied down in the 
north. (S) 

In 1965, the CIA received approv~l 
to Open a 5econd front. The war in 
the north was to continue, but 
<Jet ion w~s to be !ilepped lip in 
southern L~os to contribute more 
dilt:'Ctly to the war in South Viet­
nam. The irregulars wet"e to he 
liSed to impede NVA movement 
through the panhandle of Laos to 
supply and reinforce the commu­
nist Vietcong guerrillas in South 
Vietnam. The irregulars were ro col­
lect intelligence on the materiel that 
Hanoi was tr;Jnsporting through the 

panhandle, destroy 1t when possi­
ble, and pin down NVA troops in 
the <~rca to keep them from mov­
ing into Sm1th V1etnam (S) 

being assigned to particular unJts, 
ClA case ofricers in Laos were 
respons1ble for specific sectors­
they wem wherever action 
occurred in their sector. (S) 

In 1970, the Department of Defense 
began to spend funds directly in 
support of CIA operations in L:<os. 
john Eisenhower, who worked in 
the policy offlce of the Secretary of 
Defense from 1969 to 1971, recalls 
money betng transferred ovenly 
and directly from the DoD buc!.get 

~----_----=· ·- ITiliS was 

taking plaCe itaboUrrTle same time 
as the over<dl drawdown of US 
forces in Vietrum. Illustrating the 
pivotal1ole that Laos continued to 
play in Southeast Asia, a note seen 
by a CIA officer in 1971 carried the 
declaration, ''Long Tieng [in north· 
ern Laos).must not fall " lt was 
initialed by President Nixon. (:,) 

Kearns's First Tour (lJ) 

J 

john Kearns spenc his first year in 
Laos as a paramilita'.Y..QPcrations 
offic~rl ·-·-·- .. 1 
I 

-, --
--- -· ·-----~ 
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r' 'P(IIl~rhk [,_,r .ill oi' ilro.: rrrvgrrbr 

(, "" c.' :rn<l in !d I iC:('il(<" Is :11n" j ll rlr, · 
:rrc:r 

---j 

I 

j 
:\<'('<'>rr!in~-< ro tlr.: l(:~rrlll<>ny ui' hi.~ 

lll:Jil.r.4'"r~. l"·:trn~ sl""'~·d ~~ ,4<"11t.r­

rnv 1\'~J'<.'<-1 f<.>r tire· l.:r.•rian p<·••[)k 

<uld" nH1t<·rn fr•r IIK·ir· 11dl-l>dn.c: 
E,rrly •.m. ltv tk:rnon~u-.<lr·tl ;r !c·:rcl.-r­
"hip :rhilit1- 1l1:r1 ,·n:rhkrl hi!ll 10 

!lhrti<·:nv lri." llkn l<"r und.:·n:J!.;,· ll!lfi­
' •_rli :rnd •.l:rng,T<Hr., ,l,"i.'!l11ll<·rrr.~. 

h<H'!l :![[ il1dK:III'>I1.~. II'-' 1\l'<.ll<.' c"k::tl" 

r<·pnn.'. w<wh·d h:rrd :md ,;,,r,rh. 
[j_,b,:<l .'(<'><Jd rc·I:HJ<ll1.'11rp.' \Iiiii 
vrrlll':r~uc·~ tSl 

···- --.. ·--·· 
--
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'' Kearns sent action teams 
against North Vietnamese 

installations deep 
in enemy-held 

territory. 

'' 
In rlri~ 

'''·'"l'"""''''"'c' ·""'''''''''''''•'•'··"p'•'·~rlll < 'In ·d nl 
hr).!ilpn•rrny ~rw.c·i:!l ••P•T:rti'lrl.- r., 
.~c·nd :<liHH11c:;lrll.~ ag:rin~r ."\'c•rtil 
Vi,~m:rllll'.''-' IJI.-,r:rll.lli•'lb dvc-pln 

<'ll<.:ill)'·iwld tcrriH n;.·. I k, >I •·r.~.r\1-

all['ll:t.,L:.~ ul-11"·"'· .-,p,·r:uion~­
pl:rnning, tr.Hrrin,c:. l<::rm lc:ld(")"_,[up 
:111\llll(I)LI-;1\illll, <.<>llH<I;I!ld :t!ld 1'1)1)-

11"<)1. :tnd I'''~I"II!L'~"-''' ddmd'i11.~ 
:rncl :1n:rJv~b.:, .\n(1rdi11;; I(\ hi.~ 

..;upcT\i~o,· lrv \\.I~ ckui>il<" inltis 

k:.r<.kr.::hip .rnd .:< •llllll.<ml furh·· 
lt<>\1.'. :ttlll d!!\.:•·lvd In~ l.:t(>(t:lll 

:ts,o;c·r' 11 ith Cjliivt ~vlf cnm'iLknc·c· 
\, '.1 

f\l':<rns ,l,:rno;blr.rl<.:<l j)L:I.'''Il.rl 
l.'<l\ll':l;,.:c: 1>11 ~\"1'\_'l:rl illT:r~inns 

dmir1g tlih pvnnd_ nn,,.: ib;pitl' 
sufkrm~ :1 lri;.:lr kll:l frnr11111.11:rri:t 
lw in.<i~l<·cl on <il'vr:lyin;.: d:rn;.;c'l· 
'"'-' ll'!'!":lirt ru ~''l~)><>rl on~· ._,j- hi.' 
l<-::rms in ~<:curing :r ilc:licopkr l:md­
mg ;_, llll' !"or :1 11\:or< ,,. 1 n h '!l 
inlilll:<tiun hchind uk-1111- lillL"S On 

:uV\IIwr •.X C:J!>i< >11, in Jurk l'J"71 
l~c-:lrns l'()lllni<."c:r'--'d ro try ;, c·:d>k­
l:rnrling lr·rHII :r ll<:li<:r•plcT 10 .'<";tr·clr 
fur 11,,_. !lri~~rn.:.: c"·"' ol .1 n.r~·lwd 

t':-·HJ :<in:r.>ft. Lk-11.'<" l"li.l:.(<" lr.1d 
pn,hilrit('rl ,r gn·Hrrld ,,,·:rr~h. !It 
nr:rtl~· it <1<111'11, ht•t ••rill' h:rd r~·n 
lllilllltr·s r>r: Ill\' ,t:round dra: tr> hi' 

lll'iicopr~·r ~ "'hon.r.~.w ul fud. Uur· 
ing rh;~l rinH': lw 1'\:lr.r,-r,·d d1,. 
copiln1's horll- insp,·, r,•d tire· p.rn <;I 

tlw iu.'d:r.~L" th:rt ,.,,11ld hL' ,·;nr~-Kd. 
:!!Ill (':11Jv(l <l(l! 111 <:1111 for ~UIYI· 

V(>J,.;, I>) 

r.:,·~mb w:r~ .~d~·ch'd i(Jr l:or,·r:d 
<:tltr-1' illi<> tiw Cl:!t:dc~Uilc' il"r<'i<X 
C:rrl:,., :'ir:<i"f '"1 .'\ Ovt•>h,·r (<J-l,Lll~-
n ·1' •rrh:d li_!__<;:l_-lb~:·_>~l< li!_.lr"fl·_tjl ___ ~ 

r-.))(" \'<'llljlil'i<:d I Ill" ]>,t_~jc 
~--~lilll' <lj"><.."f:lli<JI"Ii:o \-1>\II~C. :\]<hi 

1\"<·dr.;nd-~. lw dto\',· I<> D.dl:o,~ ''~'c' 

[r,.; 1-i.llll('.c=__ ~~·hurn I>C 
lr.rd nw1 .11 \onl1 "h::-;:1,, Sr:rlr_: l'ni­
,·,:r,il'l luhn h:r(l in~i,tcd r.lr:ll K:llh<­
rcrl'll-,.-[lc:r uwn .:k·;.;rv<-' hd.qr~; rlw; 

ll<"rc· nt:m·i,·tl '-'hr· n·,·,;jq·d ltr·r lH 
m llbt<•t"l" :qrd l·.n.~li.,lr in r>.-n·m­
lln 1')71. :rnclth'--'r ll'o;r·v nr.rrrk:d rn 
IJ:rlh' rl!l Chn.,lnn.; El·c· i,'-.'1 

In :\rr~u•l I•Y"'.!. Kv:tm~ :rnd lri~ 
Ill"\\' wik 1\'\T<" P''''fr:d h.1<k 11'1 

Lrr),, llllt1~rlly h<: 1\',J~ :r~<rgnc·d 10 
L<">ll).( Ti;:·ng irr rlonlknl L:~<t~ ·'-' :rn 
npvr.lti<'J!1~ nfficc-r ,\nutlwr oi"r'kc~i' 
\l:b :dn·:tdr in rlw \"(1111-

ur:rrrd•xl-Ur<.kr .~k>t. ihJII'r.'l"c"r. 

rd¢,c::rting 1\l':u·n.~ to hvrn:,.: ti:l' 
<!S.~i.,t.!lllt<l .~UIII\''-111<: IJ<J[din~ till· 

l"'·'itiPn ill: h:1d f<.>rnrvrlv lw,id hn11· 
~elf 1-IL· srAr~llt :11\<.ltla·r ·joh .md 

L Ill, "" '"""'"'·'"" '"'"~I "Pin :\g,·n;:~· dTurl" lc> ("ut.nr,·r· II"· 
rl!IJSI vxt~·n,,in· ull<-n.<i<~· ;'c'l undcT­
t:ri;vnl•) t!;,,. :"\l>t"lll Victn:rtllc·~c: 

Arrrll' :rrl<.ill:l· \"r,·I<XHl.C: (Sl 

O<i :'.1.1 ,\·!:11d1 !0]}_ H.rnni brrrrdJ<:ci 
·' rn:rjur lllilrt:rl\ :1r'licm kll<>Wil :1~ 

thv l·::r.'l<'f ()fll'I1S!It:. II> t:lkv :r<i<-:rn­
WgL' ,,j .1 ~hit'1 i11 I.'S .•11':!1<',:.!; 
I 'ndc-r !'rv~idvnt f'i '' •n ·-. \'«"111:rm-

ii)\' l:<.'i- :"'lc 11;,, 11:Hil(',! .1'1•:1 I l<:J)lt;\.H\._1 

c r' -f 1,, I_,. do''<' """:' ll' II 1:1v,;c ):,-;,:,. "' !I' "' 
'"'''lk<n ;,.,,_ •I' 
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i~_:tli<JJI ]li>Jin• W]liC]I :lilll<:d lc> 

tl'an><k·r ,.,.,l';llbil>tiiiV ftll II\,· plibl' 

< \li·(Jil ;-,t" 1]1(' \\ :II' IIi otn l ;_._, l•l ~1)\1 111 

\'ol-111:Hll<.:.~c: lt:ond~- 1_;_.., '<>1nh:11 

~11\'ll~lh h:td l":c·ntlr:t<lll down 

lrlllll :1 ili_do • •I 'J-(),I_oiJI) [I'(H>]l~ 'til 

<::11·11- \<)(,<) 1<1 (>').POi'J in _]llllc; 1~1:'::. 

.·\rwrllc:r :.!ll.'II)<J trtJ'.'I" W<:Jc.· ~l.nvd 
,,, ]-,,._,,.,,,])(Jill<: ll\' l ]ltl\ 1~17!.. 

rl1c· vn<.'llll- tnld l1b r::dr<~-' til:11 tilt.' 

<ll'k·n,lv.; w:•-; iTll<'lltlc·d t<> .. ,..!:-1in 

rJ...'< i~lll' liCII•I)" ill [ 1)72."11~ lilt: Ill.~ 
<>I "\1 llk~jll<':t<.l \llih1:1r'_> ,\ILh ~~ 

>o<"rrdin:ltl'd II· till 111:1,~.; [>•)pul.<i 

llf!l'>'in,c;."' ... 'lli<· :lion""·'''!<' 't<>i:dl~· 

< ·h:<n;_!<' lltc· I: I< c '11- tiJc· 11 :II' i11 ~Outh 

\'a:ln:rfu I l' • 

( Jn .!'1 ..; 1-,,.11 t•n:.:. u~ .·\,-rnv (..,·n. 
t:r(:,_t~lllrm Ahr:Jrll:- ctl>kd .~,·.;-r,:t:IIY 
01' !)L-kll'•l: ,\kll-'if1 l.aird !lUI lilt: 
'-.:V•\ w;~:< liuldin~ ll<>!hin.~ h:l<,'].;_ 
'"J'hviJ· i:J.,I ,-,~,.,.,'<. d1vhinn ]l.J:i 

l.•<.vn rnnn·d ~<>lith ne.rr llic·lclt:rnili· 
t:11i1ul znnd:· It<.' rqK•rtq] 'Fnu,­
,]j,-;_,;u,H ;1ml :111 ill<iq)L'!Kf.:-111 IL'(.(I­

ii1L"T\l lwd :llrc-:1<11- h,:,;n 1\J<>\t:..:hl -. 

"' "'h I;,'"·'"' "'"J H ": \'a-" dn:.; 1\V:'c" dc·tc•>­
'lllowd I_, '_!I,I:O]], •l•l 1'1 •<'.1 >1\li>l:'!Y \'io"l• '"-If< IlL,· 
.,.,,,,,, 111 :he .<pnn;: nJ 1•:71. ,,..;,g '•'<l'•:nli·•·• 
·.1 li·r<c'' ,\ r:,·nw• ,1[;,,_ .. ,~, _,j' 1;···''"-,. :n ,,,. 
!•,,-,, . ..,;.,,_,; ](1'\<1["1'''""'" (: .,.,.,,,,_.,,. '· 

~'-\ll\1 , .. ,,ul:wtti'IIC• l'r•.'"" '\],,·rc,.,-~ lu .• 
"}.'"'"" -"'"1" olw ,1,, .,;,., t, ""•'-'«>;d{ .. ol 1 ~ 
••:len<,\'l' __ \1.• "h-'0,:111\tl itt !.HII<•I'\' 1'>72 PllC 
l'>c".>Hknt 1-ito<dJ I:~:J I'[>;H "1'1'·'';-nlil ,.._ 
'·"""'''~' bn~< rhc• Voc·t•;•·n~ il:lt: "~:d1o.',1 
'''''ll)-1111 If olio 1\1 in;" lih·il I•;_,,_._, ,;,,,,.·,~<he· I'J(,;; 
-,,., < 'lfl'c·:•'l:<' ilk ll~ heLd "1ihcb" n h''<'' 
lll1>11hc-., "I"""!'' :.:I( I \\'.1' ;·.,!·•c-:.,!>f,· l'";;d 
, _.,II~· ll•c< ;11 1-c· ' ,1 ~""ih \ ·;, 'lJI.Lio ,,.,,_. n' di, ·'" 
wc·:•J(nc·."- :.nd ,, ... -"'"-Lil' "' '" c_15111, ,.];_, ·"·" 
l.:o(" " "'' ,,,],_.,;: O:ll< I~· ''"I ,[, t.V< I i< > '> 11 'I'' ,rt 11 ._. 
"'·" ,-ff,,ro_ .-It <i«· •-'lhl ,,,- nw , .. ,.,.,;.,~~- ~~"rw:•l 

1 lll:co; 1•.•1 '' '''''' \"kLJo:on: • J:fl"\·\; ~,.,., <'li•l'' 
'--~"'''"' """ L•nh .. ,,,-<; -w,. """"'' '" ,1,;. :. 
<l><·l,l•.lk""l"''·'"'.-'"1"-'·""ilw.,-,,,"'-'''·: 
'" '"' ,,_, •ll' il'''"' ,,,.,-,". 1b: I", ,,d, mo.d 1·1,, 
l!Ufl.> II fh>"lhl,- we· 1;1c'.ll1 ;,,,;, •lr(•\' -;;,.,,·, 

<h.•W< <I~,,.,., dn1"" 1.' ~~ ,--1 """'~ SJ,;.-'1 :,,~ 
,wirh U:wi,, ('lt:ln•dY:<r"lllc>:<l> \:.n -,-,,:oil_ -i 
';'i.-t ,·,,,.,'! 1!,·""'"·(,'\n, \",,.·];, _-.,:y J;:,.hln.n 
! 1""''-", I•J>i'c<, PI' I"~' N:>. 'I·• 

1-oc-ln:Lllt ~lli.!.<rl lli<l•>>~- I!Nia•••·, 1 //:.,·:.-.. ; 
vfll.'_c l'i··>i•/,- -' f,·.,q· ·{I.-,'"'"!' ·" '1"'-•h'cl ,j1 
L··"''' '-•·•~<-:- Jf,.,,,.,-l:,,rl:-.,_-w Yuk. '-.\' 
11.1r,,,,,1, I~""''<'- '-·'''"f':"'' l:>'i-.1•, 1'1' 1'/'! 
2·h. i-;; (I-, 

' ' ]lu: wa .. "i 
imn'''"c~d~i'>a<etc00·1"y:;-;!c·aught up in 
CI.A effort.'> to counter the 
most extensive offensive 

yet undertaken by the 
NVA and the Vietcong. 

'' ,·icL\\Il ]"1'<1111 il<ll'f], \'idil:\111. ]<li11111,~ 

lh<.: ~-~-~-~-11 dii-'I~IOlh. (\1·('!11\'·I\\CO 

illdqK·nckn; 1\':dtll<'lll>_ :Ill< I-~<·'""'' 
:rntlkr; I'L·!,!illl<_"lll,.. :1ln:;~LI\ 111 ..;,-,,,,], 
\:h'il);ll)! "I\:': 

1-IJJgl• Trn:11'. 11h,1 w:J." I:()\ in \•i...:n­
IJ:Ull: (:-(JILl l~)?fi·]•)':"_-\ ,-,.,-,,j], ~~ 

illl~l'!itl~~ \\'oih ~\..1111111<1] '-WI'III'I!I 

.-VII-1.">1' 1-!c-11!-l' 1\t~'in~;l;l in\\-';,_ .. ],. 

,n~tc>n •n _lrd-,· i'J72. dunn!" "·hwh 
Ki.;_.;ing,·r ""-'-" ,.,,,ph.Jlic 11l:n IilL­

i\\-'\ ~i11.11Jifl ],,. :111:1Cf>I'Ji illll'IIM;J<• 

1]11\Jtighollt 1.:1<_1-, -\]>i<l jii'L"~I'Ill \l'<"l"l' 

\:(:1 I lq_•LIIY ltirn-I<Jr f,, l lpvr.t­
li1>ll~ \\ ril1:1111 !\vi""" :11111 i.:I<Jti.ln 

SEGAETrW40FOAf4HX1 
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\Oilllll;llldc·t \":111." 1':10. liii<Jlll TUI':Ir 

lud hr;n,_L:hl llr!llltillrrc. \\.hlllilg 

loti. ]-.-"."'' ,.,.,,,]],, tl1:11 1\,_-;,ing,·t· 
ll':t11li;d I<> ll.tl'.t . .::,< till·\,\'.-\ in l.:i<l-;, 

-lll,:.:d lhc·tll .111d !io• lill"lll dnwll_ lh· 

dbnlj.>!iil).! lite· <"11('11]~,-~ ;lilt]il\" I<> 
rd)' nn .1 :•!.ibiiiJc·(] .<i!it:llllnl 1111:w 

:t<.li,l<'l"lll t_'tl\<fl\1'\' \\':l~]ltll,!.!_(<HI t'<H,I](] 

]Jrv1 ~·n: "ltiht:tnli:llnumh,.,.,, ,J· .'-.'\_-\ 
IIO<J]>~ fn1111 l''i11in•.: rilL' <"<>llllnlllli~i 

nl"i"<--l'l.'il-'l' 111 :-,,>ltlh Vi<'lll:lHI ,\<IIUI1 

111 1:''" \lc>ttlcl ,.]_"' ,,,.,·n~oplt,·•1 !~'"' 

11\,!.!_U::.il.lnd in l1i, '''':C:'"''C'· 
llV);<•ri:lllllll" \Ill], \,,.,·111 \'il'il1.'1111 

.,-_,L. ,,-J.lrc·,":l1l,nno..: I.e.· )'lu,_. "l'l1" i11 

l':1ri:< (<, 1 

I 

j 
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-(,l~C' ui\I<Xf.~ III'IV lc'Sj11!11.'lhk· t'll[ 

:L<il·i··ill_\.!. :<uppo11ing. ;md k·.h.Jin,l! 
1:1i~ 1:1~k I<Jrn· •>I ~Jb<.>tll -·t.·tUI) mc:n 

Tltt:l' 1\"l·r.:· 1101 ii~."Sigm:d I<> ·'PL'U(rc 

l>a\l:lli<lll.'.l"'l lr:tnokcl 111~·1 :tlil.l 
Jcki,nlunil.,_ -'~ 1\<.:'Vlicd. I·:.!,_ II 
<.:.<-"1' ••lficc-r ami <::1<.:11 111: il:td ;Ill 
orne~liOJl:d :l'~bi:l!11 kll\1\\TI :1..; ;1 

[; nw:ord :tir ,<.<uide. ,,-["·' 1':11 ilii:llc·d 
<<Hlllllllllic.lli<l!1 ildll'l:<ell tin: C:l.~c· 

uOkcT~ :111d tlw \11111-'- !loth thc· ,·_j:l.~<: 
nlltuT;-. :md tlwnl ___ _ 
:I.~~L~I:llll . .; t'(oll[d <::1[]1!11;1_<_'_\1\.![ :jl[ 

.'ll('j)<>i1 

b,.,, '"""/''' ""'""''- ' 
lt,,\1). cumprt.'lll.t; :1n ~•ikhto<>ll.d 
;~_(,(\(1 in·~-~ul:n.~. mn~t ol 1\'hon1 r,; ,, ,,,., ,,, , ":J 

li'll~:rc· w~-rL· d:l\'~-1\'ilt:ll 

:o tl'1r~c- ulri('('f.'. in<.l{t<.ltn;,: tlw 
k':lnl dtk{ h:1d t•J l~o,• 111 tile: fi,.:'id. 
.\'onn:tlh·. tilL·\· li'.ll'<.'kcl onh· dur­
mg d:t~·li_dll h·,,,n-~. Tltn' ;d,;t,_bt 
,111\;ty\ usvd l'"rtW :lir< r:tll or ll~·[j. 

<..:opt<:r;>. _,, •t\ldilnc·.~ tt;tl'ding b)· 

50 6EGAE'f/INOFORNNX1 

'' Kearns was one of the 
'Young Turks' in Utos 

who wanted to 
take the fight directly 

to the NVA. 

'' 

h""·"·,i ·'" _,;-.oi,[,., \\\IIIII'"· i~r,·:~<d,ll "llil• 
il, 1.:.<"•.<.\;1 

------

,\If '>!' 1,<-,trll~ ·-~ ~lljlc'l l"i.'i< 11'.' dc'.,l'l'ihv 

ltilll j~ :1 lu,1..dllr Clp:thk:. ~c:lt:tllk 
c·;ts<: <Jffi,-:r, 1\'lin c·~<<:r<;i~,,([ ~'"'d 
jt:d_:.!lllt:llt :u>d g<'>l :d(•ll.S wt:'ll 11 11h 
<'\ ,·1'\'dll<:. I· I<; ~<'J\'C'(j i1j-, II urJ1. 

]Jc: 1(:1\tkd II< he' l.jlli"l -Lilli 

11:];1-".~UI\1(11,:.!. \)l,ll 1\;l~ ~kf111it~·]1• 

:<!.2.-:.:rc·~~i,.,. in lv,H.linc: tlw' 
r~.,g.lil:-'1 tilt":'\\~'- Til<- t;t_,], 

1<,1'<'<~ dl>c:l 1\·c.oll.~ til;< I <>11<' <.-1 ti•c 
C:ISc' o!foc'U.' h.td :1 f;~wih· ~'111<"1 

.-\1 
T>Jik·~- tlti-' rc·~uhnT in t..:~- I Ill.~ I le-i !I,\! 

;t,-<.<i;.!IJo.:d I\J til<" liVid .i]lllo>~l VIVf~ 

d:l)' .-\n:ordm;.! H> In• ,,upc·n b,,r_ !1<· 
prd(·r-r,:·d _t[:,~: )ic[d I!J :<LI_I'tll,Ll 

licilind inl ]\l':h, •.!11-
~idc·rnl k:uk.-~ .. \ <:t,t' oflj,-,.1 "iln 
.~lurvd li1'inc: qtt:tnc-rs ,,.1th K~::tt<h 

-- - J~\~u 1hnl l11m :t.'i on.- <>I 
'triC -y,-,['itl'..( Turh._.;-- 1111.:1••~ II'[H, 
11'~11)\L'd to. t.:okL· tit<:: tl::'hl dtrn·tll' II' I 

i]tc· l'flVII\1'. !lw '\\:\ I") 

L __ 
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ill<'.~\:\ h:1d ;ldV,IIlVL-d l<~lij 

12 kikHm:t,·r, ul ill\' I<">Wil .lllcl 

;l['l)'<":lrCd dL'IL'flllill<._'([ II> kL'<']l til<" 

tn·,·.:.<td:~r t"CJrlc"i [>C)II[nl ''I·' tltc"l\' 

J 

'I [tv tHlth r>l T:L~k [·,,_.,- l'll.:,i>JI\; 

t>r<>k<· <>lll 11<>\\o.:"\"c·<. ;111-l hc".,:.l:l t:• 
1)"'1' the:-..:\.\ IY.tth :ii•Hl,~ 1\,',,k. L) 
t!lii:HCI P:th.,CJI1{o!. :1 t<>ILil lnc:nnl 

:'>2 ~iiOill< h'r-; 1<'1 the: <.:.-1'1 {H111ic' 

'•II':I:L·.l!i< ]J<,[< >1'0:11.' !'1.1!,;:111 '[]1,; 11[:1-
1<;.111 ll\"c:rl""k~·d tile J-1,, chi ;\·lin I• 
l'r:t.>l. tlw ~·otllt:111lli.~t< rc'~"llph 
.-<Jllh: l>dll'c:VIl :\11Hiil Vi,·IJ1:1111 .:111(1 
til<' 11 :-1r ~·-·ne in tlh' 'Oittlt I'· •r 
:;!Jill(" IIIIIC, tlr(• A).!l''ll("\" [l.ld pi:.,o:d 

.,-.;~d w:n,·IIU"_, 011 thee pl:nc·:w tC• 
g-tt!t<:r ll"t,·lli,.;,·••>c: <>II 1[1(' lllUh:· 

11\L'Jll <>1 .. \\'.\ ll'l)•>p~ :tnd Slijl[i\i,·.~. 
'\c•w. th,· pu.>lt ul tltL' tit<llt<.tnd_, ,,~­

irTc.~ul:tr.-; in Tct..;k h"JI\;(· l'lr.t-'<>Uk 
(dll':<l'd i'.<k:-<'lllg j)l'l''('llln[ :1 1W\1' 

.lrlli llll;r,· >i.~nift,~:llll titl\":11 II) till" 
~\-.-\ !"rt>m tl1.: p::ll<.::t\1, til< 1:.-.,"kd 
iiTL",l.!\li:IJ':'-.l.IJll:cl ll<JI •)11[\' 1\lnllil<.>l' 

111<!''<:<1\L'ill :tloong til..: tr:oil httl :dso 
:11\:l<_"l.; ~ll[1['1i~· ll':ltll.' \Iiiii 111<JI'I:tl 

:111il :milktY t'it..:-.'' (C,! 

-~h~· .\1\ •\ t'!>llllk'I":II/,ICknJ Ill 

,\u;.;u-'1. ill~:· mo111h th:tt E~.·:trn,.; 

:i!TII'e~J -[]h.')' ~~1\l[ d()\\'fi :\\'() 

.t:n:r:til 11<-.tr 1'.tk'•'ll~!- .tm1•ush,·,[ :tn 

' ' He directed counter­
battery fire ... and 

supervised as much of 
the evacuation of the 

wounded by helicopter 
as he could before being 

evacuated himself. 

' ' inL·-~ul.tr l':lll:ili• •n S<!llot' 15 1;illnlk'­
!C-t., c·:t'l ,,f l':th~"- :1mi bq_,::llll<> l'''" 
IU71111ll n><"i"·h :1 1\'l':lpr)ll n"t nr>r· 
)!!:1\J:· U'i.:(.] I))' tJi\· "i\'_.\ in "'lltiK·I'cl 

L•'·'''· ."\\·:\ :•tt:,,k~ in.·it<tlin_~: rln· 
ciSC <.>1 I:Otlk~. C•lllilll<IL"d :11 ,i i11gli 

lc·1"d :t;:::1i11:<t i>I'I.')-Wl:oi' lr_,-,·~·-' 

ikpli!)'l:<illl<_ltl::: 1\iHIIt" ~5 1'::1.'1 <li 

1',ck>c· Ct,'li.illa\' <)lli"•ill -'ilk' 
IIIC)Cil)IL"Ci. l,.,ljliW"c·d d,"Jc'llllll'lil' 

imh,·:ttl:tlth:n tl<v ;\!\'•\ ttndt.·r~t.,,·,,t 

th:tt tlw ,.tr:IIL·gic· ohi<:Ui,-,. ,,[ tl1v 

irrc:gul:tr lllltL~ :1nd Lan1i:o1 guv1-,·n-
1lll'rd I•Jrc·,·~ ,, __ ,,to koi'(\.' ilw .\'\':\ 

1., 1\'ithdr.tw tll:<lli''•:•wo:r i"r<"•m ,·ol11-
h.tt t:l .~[\\J~[l \ ic·lll.UI) 1<.1 gtJ:Iid til<; I( 
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ll:mk itl !.:>r..~. :\'or<.-thdo..·-'~- 1-l:tn•.>i 

"l'l':<rl·Hil\· fdt it l1:1tl 11<"1 dt<.JiCl' I!UI 
]L) <'<1!1)11111 ,'i(>llll" 2,(1<)1) :tdililil>!i.ll 

ini'antn :tnclt.tllh tnt••P-' 1<.• tf)"l<l 

[lfl"l'l"lll tile: C:tptllrl' ul'l':tk.;ung_ 

((' '.'\'1'-'J 

Opening A Second from (lJJ 

tJn 1:> r),·f<•1h:r. "I Ill<" tlw 'XY.I 
II I'll' r_I;,,,Jling witll! J 
\l) k:l,•:m·t··r~ l':\~1 "iT~ ~~~.(-. <

1

-f, I 
r,PCIJ\.:.~·,ndl!'lllt. 

L_ _ __ jll<';..:.m wifr~T11c· .1:1 >II 

,,[.tw<, r;rr•ll/h'-' \lc•IJ;!v.< 11, ;·1 'itlc· 

.'1 idlom.-lc:r~< ~<ltlllw .. v~t (litl!,- '\:\,\ 

c'()l1ltdlc·d tm,·n ol- 5:tr:t<<n1C. iC• 

l.nr . .tdl in :1 1:ilk) tHin! I <Jt. :lw 
1'\:il<ol\'lb l'l:ttl';;l\1_ llc'~trh· llt(l ~ill•­

llk'll'l'~ llf.•lliH·.I.;l nf P:tl:sv ~.11":11 :m<: 

,,,, :1.~11idv :1r1 impDn::l1r f1111<"ttllll ol 

l'i\"c·;r:' :tm! ltighl<':t:·~ \l.";c:d lw t),, 

:\VA i" ~c--nlltt·norb :;nd ~uppl:,- ... 
ill['> -'•'li\h \'te'll1:ttn .11\tl <::tltlh<Kil,l 
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l"hL· Ci,\-kd ,WI lUll c::ru,>;ht till' .\:V.-\ 
c·o:llpldd)· olf guard_ Thi:'~- h:1d 
l'<>l\11lllll<·tlc·rln'i<k:r:lhk lll.illp<il\<'1 

to Jln•l•·nin.~ P:ik''ll1.1-< :tJ..:.IIIl:•t 'J:,,k 
F• ,,-,-,. l'h:1:<ouiL :'\ow 1hc:y l':t::vd 

~hil'tlll;..! .1ddi1iun.d f,li-Cl';, I<> hL-:id 
11if tile· <::l[lllll(' <1[ ~:11'.11 :tnc;. (C'I 

.\ft.-.1 figlllill_\..: IH)l!!>C" I(} IHHL~t" :il()l'l;..! 
tht· i'<•i!ll: c,f :1d1·:nwc·, the: (,nH!f'L'-' 
'.lJ,hf/,-., ·''-'Clll'l"l ~-.tr:ll',lnc' on 27 
0< I< ii.Jvr. Tlw .\"\',\ counlci'.IILIVk<.·d. 

cnrllifHIOti.>h- ,Jklling th,· incg11br$ 
onthv nt,!~lu ,,(I!. ''"("lllht·r 1111 
1-" ,,,,.,.,llhc·1·. \-\-_\ i.>:lll:lli.-,th <111 

Ch·dnl in 1\;t >I.'Clljll illJ!; :'.11':!1 :111<.:. 

:\<\-Prtlulg ill Cl:\ rq_V!I111l.[!. :h.­
c:lllnv Cil"ilr:ln I'OJ'tll:lliclll Withclr<·w 
,,-iiJt lit..: irrv~ul:ir:i T:iclk.il :lit­
~tnk<.-~ t.l\hC:d lic>:on··r d:llll:t;~C· t<• 

<'ltc·m~· II"< If>[).' ill tit{' IUWII. ;Inti 

irn~gul:n I<.H<T~ t-:ng:tgL·d th<: 

rc·nuirtin.\.\ )<VA I<"<J<J]" a~ il11·1· ki"t 
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tiK' tP\\"11 :1i"tcr til( :dr .~llikt-_,_ L<~u­

.illlc,; w,.,..-. 11<·:11')' 011 h<11h ~id,-.,_ 

.-\et<mling tn ·\)ll"ll< I' ,,jfi,,·r~ 
li)l<>ll'<:d, 11:11101 II:Jtl l<'llllll:lll'd 

rAer 2.0<)() tronl'" to tlw ro.·c1p1111\' 

,,f .;;,1!":11<~11<: On 21 .\'ntnldh:,·. 
\lOWL'I-LT. litiC"(' (~_\j b:ill:liit>lb 

( l.2~11i tllt'll_l l(·c·nt<:rc'd th1· 1011"11 
Tlw ~il!l:ili•m rc·m:.invd !l11id milh.­

:lrc·a "'' \\','\ unih c<>ll~l.lll:h· .-;ltif!i·d 
io1 :onticip:ltinn ul' :u:lo•)n hy l.a<>li:tn 

g<>l-<'1'1111\<•il( :111.-i ili"L"gltl,ll' f<)i"<'L',~. 

i(') 

Ba~:k at Paksong (L'J 

.-\ionS\ lk•tlt,_- 2::\ c:t~l ni l'.ok<1:. <:tl'i· 

<>II.' ii'I<"_!.-!UI.Ir IIHII~ 11\'W 

<':\tl<"l'k-lh:inl.! ;t ·'"~'~''·' oi" slldl111g~ 
:111:1 j)I'<Jil,-_, r -- _ 
l~'l'L'il~·l] lll<.ll'l: 111;111 ["'f) l'(>l,Uld' <'J[ 

<<li:\L'd 1\1\)11:11, ,'-!IL'Il<l<k- :!lid l'I)C:k<'l 

iii'L'. Tlwn. l'<.:;.,:llllllng on 2.1 ~<>ITrn 

]l,•r, lh'll !\'\'.-\ 1111iL' illi'>l'<."d inltJ Ill<' 

L.1n ~,::::un :nl:.l, 111':!1' P.tk_,, •11.1.! (( I 

<)nJ(i .\'•Jv,·JIIb.:r. ll'hil,· the '"VA 
II':L' l\l.!illil1.1.! f<Jr i'rom1ol ol- :->,ol';l\­

,11\c·. I ilL' l:l.-\ arr;nlg<.·d f<>!'llk· :lll'hh 
ol :1lnl•>~l l.';rJ(I (;,\I ,,.,.,_._l.!ul:ir.' ,._, ;111 
:lll_':l IS J,ii<HlWil"i'' ll<HLIJ <It' 11.-lk· 

~rmg. On..:<: :I).::, in till" 1\\'A ll':h 
cauc:hl oiT l.!ll.11d h1 :1 .'ignific.u1t 
11.\0_;:.~JlcDl.:oL ]'(>I •I~~ llir~('IL·LI b)' 

()I) tit<·l-(l]I0\\111~~ 

',cc"cyc.>,c,c,c,c,-;c,c,,~ .. :.:uL,r.~ bv,.::ut 111<" in_t! 
Si>lilll [(\1\,ll'd tit<.· 1<'1\ll, 'JI11L't' hat-
t:di<;JJ" nl[ - -- 1\L·:·,_. 

iidik(lll• iii<..: l'(lr,-,. 111(1\'11\:.: ._,n l':tk­

"()[1~!- lk_-;[~1:11\u: ini w:o_,, . ._l On 
·' [),·«·llll,,·t tlw ;'\\',\ -'~<"11! t:ml;~ 

intu the· :n·t·.•- l.>111 t:wli<":d :-til- :-Lnh·.--. 
IlL'!'\' c·alkd 111 :1g:urt'l tltvnt. l'm.illy. 
(!;I {J lk<."L'llli>U'. t,;:\]l<lt'Cc·.~ i\«1k 

CUI\\1'<11 <>I l':1k.~nn~. \Villtin d:t~·s. 

lite· irn.:~ul,ll' :rl.~\1 t<:!lllll1:1ndc·<lthe 

~tl:llt·_l!l<.' h1glt :-:r<nll1d !mrnL·di,lldy 
t·,J-;1 nl til<" 1<)1\ll. IC1 

On:t· thc· n..:xt rnv 1\',·c·b_ th(· ~~tu;t­
ti<:<tl :11'0LIIHII':Jk,qon~ 1<'111:1111<-,1 
fluid. :->p••r,,dk cl:l.'hv.~ ill,liokd 

1!1.11 rlw "\\'.\ l1:nl 1101 CC>Ilc'c-dc•d tiK· 

~<fl':t. t)n I) LlL'l'<'tllhvl. 1-:c·:tlll' 11-;" 

nn the wound n~·:11 l'.lk.,ong .~ulwr­

l'i.~ing ill<' ini'ilir:<rinn uf :•L"vvr:il 

, [11_111dn·d l'('pl.tt't'Jll\'111 li'OOJ1.' fpJ :1 

-l_ __ !utt:dil>l~ ,·xl):lil.>t~·d 
h;· (OIIIil;JI. ~ 

C .··_I 
:tnd 11htJ h:rd :oni,·L·d nn ihL· gun_: 
hy hl'ilci>ptu. :\1 1 1)~(1 ltt~ur::., d.~! it 

nHIIJ<I~ ,,j' :->~nun lll<!ll:ll luv 

illll):l<:tnl n,·ar .1 h:JII;Jii,,n.-of'l'lui 
irrt:~lll.ir~ linlll'.' Lllc'l'. I~ lll~ll't· 

IUUIKI' .~1:\illlll~·d ir1 .\ t:-17 

"C"JK>\'>kl·- ;.:un~hl!l ~tktw~·d tlw 
.~u.~pvclt'<l lll<.!rl:ot p•t.'iti<>tl'. i''·'l 
thc·l\' IH'Ic~ ,-,,_,u;lllic·.'· _\mon.~ Lilc'tl1. 
,l<>ltl) K<.·.:rrh ,:--;·1 

.-\ltli<•ugh Kc.:!l'l\~ ll'aS .'L·rintr.,h-
1\'0IIil<k•d ill ill<' 11Hltl:ll :lll;l<'k, IJ,· 
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directed counter-battery f1re, led 
others to safety, and supervised as 
much of the evacuation of the 
wounded by helicopter as he could 
before being evm.:u~ned himself, his 
. ~operntions <lSSistanr reported. 
-Kearns died en mute to the hospi­
tal. A mo1t:1r fragment had pierced 
his aorta. (S) 

Denouement (U) 

CIA-~upported action continued in 
the l'aksong/Saravane area for sev­
t:ral wt:ek~ aftt:r Ko.:arn~'s tlt:<rth. 
Wh1!e Task force l'haSOllk ;md GM 
irregubrs were securing !'a bong, 
an 1\IVA battalion launched a coun­
tel·attack against the Laotian 
irregulars bolcllng Sara vane. Undet· 
the cover of !1undrcds of morur 
rounds, the N'VA g:rined a foothold 
in the northern half of the town 
and then launched a massive 
assauh. !'oN A pressure was relent­
less, rncluding the shelling of one 
key GM position with 5,500 rounds 
of mortar, howiuer, rocket, tank, 
and recoilless rifle firt:, :w::ording to 
CIA field reporting. The rrregulars 
were forced to withdr~w in the sec­
one\ week oi-January. (C) 

Despne the signing of the l'art.s 
Peace Acco1·ds on 27 January 1973, 
the enemy increased its rnihtwy 
activity in Laos. Followmg the 
recapture of Sar~vane, Hanoi sent 
additional troops against the inegu­
lars securing the l'akse-Paksong 
corridor. On 8 February, <1 hem'Y 
NVA barr<1ge and infant1y assa~1!ts 
forced a disorderly retreat from 
Paksong-ovcr 500 irregulars 
desertecl their units thm night ~md 
fled hack to Pakse. The Niency 
was able to stabilize several of the 
GM units, however, nnd they recap­
tured l'aksong on 12 Febn.1ary. The 
town remained in non-communist 
hands ns the censefirc finally began 

' ' The efforts of Agency 
officers in Laos were .. 
an important part of our 

nation's ••• ultimate 
victory in the Cold War. 

' ' 
to t<1ke hold m March and a gen­
era! c;J[tn settled over southern 
Laos_ (C) 

In the Final Analysis (U} 

CIA officers and their irregular 
forces fought elements of at least 
four and possibly five NVA divi­
sions in Laos. In their effoltS to 
retain control over the strategtc 
Laotian towns of PJksong and SaT<I· 
vane, the NVA had committed nine 
bait~ lions from two d1fferen1 divi-
510115 against the CIA-led irregulars 
TJOOps from a third NVA division 
wert: <tbo reported in southern Laos 
tow;n·(lthe end of 1972. During the 
same timefr~me, the irTegulars in 
no1thern Lao.~ con framed unit~ of 
two more mainline NVA Divisions. 
(C) 

During tht:: E~L~t~:r Offen::.ive, the 
enemy .sufl'cred rnore th<ln 100,000 
C<ISll<ilties in rts attacking fmce of 
200,000----incl~iding possibly 40,000 
kille<l. They lost more than half of 
their tanks and heavy artillery. The 
antiCipated general uptising of the 
South Vietnamese people m sup­
pan of the communists failed to 
occur. North Vietm11nese General 
Yo Nguyen Giap later wns removed 
as commander of the North Viet­
name~e Army, almost certainly in 
patt because of the failed Easter 
Offensive.rz (U) 

"Sorky, pp. 339·340. (UJ 
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In the communist onslaught, the 
South Vietnamese lost more than 
8,000 killi.!d, some 24,000 woum.lt:d, 
and nearly 3,000 missing. The.~e 
casualties almost certainly would 
have been greater if the CIA-sup­
paned 1rregulats had not diverted 
,mel engaged so many NVA Lrnits m 
Laos, substantially impeding 
Hanoi's ability to reinforce it::. divi­
sinns in South Vietm1m 1; (S) 

lt took three years for· Hanoi to 
recover sufficiently frorn rhese 
losses to mount another major 
offen~ive. After the Pat is Pt:at:t: 
Acco1·ds were ~~gned, the North 
Victn;u11ese began to l'ebuild thei1· 
army and rcstipply their troops, 
which were allowecl to remain in 
place in the south under the terms 
of the Accords. South Vietnam 
came under communist rule in 
Apt"il 1975, followed soon rhet·e~f­
ter by Cambodia and Lnos. (U) 

Hanoi won the hattie for South 
Vu;~tnam in the arena of American 
public opinion, not on the ground. 
America's Armed forces and the 
Central Intelligence Agency left 
Jndochma with their courage, integ­
rity, and professionalism intact. 
They would be needed in the bat­
tles that were to come-in 
Afghanbtan, Grenada, Panama, ;md 
Iraq. The sacrifices and efforts of 
the men lind women who served in 
laos were not in vain. They were 
an important p<trt of our nation's 
overall effort as we moved forward 

1l Tht: auihr..>r, "'hr..>"'"~ 1ht: CIA l'rovinu:-Of· 
Oc~r-tn-Cilarge 111 Kicn Gi,rng l'I'OVlflCe in 
Smnh Viern~n1 fooonjune 197210 M:orch 1973, 
rec,.lb bc1ng the bendoc:iary of rhe efforts ot' 
~he CiA ,.-regt•lar.< 1'1 Lam. !'OW lfllerrog~­
!lom in Sepren1ber 1972 reveJied 1lwr rhe lst 
NVJ\ Divi,ion, wh•ch h:od been ""~(king rn 
both Kien G"'ll~S "nd Ch:111 Doc Provinces in 
the Vie:nomc.,c Ddl:o, w;cs reduced ro sub· 
>tanu;dly le~s then h,o[F ito ,;lrengLh-Fewer 
than 1,500 m~n-lorgely bec<Jme of 1he diff•­
Ciolly in receiVIng rcmforlcn·,em~ (S) 
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fl'om victories on the battldir:ld to 
the ultimate vtcto<y in the Cold 
War. (S) 

Postsc:ript (U) 

john Ke:nns was awal'ded tbc_!ntd­

; hgeocc '"" po"h"mo"== 
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